Congenital dyschromia with erythrocyte, platelet, and tryptophan metabolism abnormalities.
The case of a female child with a unique generalized congenital dyschromia is reported. She had hypopimented skin, with hypomelanosis and hypomelanocytosis, and many pigmented macules, which consisted of epidermal and dermal hypermelanosis without hypermelanocytosis. Biochemical investigations revealed normal catecholamine metabolism but abnormal tryptophan metabolism, including a decrease in blood serotonin and melatonin. A slight platelet storage pool disease was demonstrated, and a recurrent megaloblastic folate-related anemia occurred. The possible relationship between the pigmentary disease and the biochemical abnormalities is discussed. We suggest that this case represents a previously undescribed association of dyschromia, erythrocyte, platelet, and tryptophan metabolism abnormalities.